PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				           JUNE 1, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on June 1, 2021.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present.  Also present were Steve Jacobson and Doug Schneider.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to accept the May minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to accept the financial report for the month of May.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed bids for demolishing a residence, located at 105 1st St NE, Rugby, ND.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart to award the bid to Schneider Custom Hauling, in the amount of $7,500.00 Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6167-6170, in the amount of $2,368.18, for the month of May.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff and Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, joined the meeting.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of May, for his department.  Total calls-53; Medical calls-5; Fire calls-6; Traffic Accidents-1; Assist Other Agencies-13; Prisoner Transports-7; Arrests-7; Citations-8; Papers served-26; Warrants served-4.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, went over the bills.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Christenson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of May, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the financial report for the month of April, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for the month of May, which was 97.  High 105.  June currently has 94.  Bookings 41; Releases-42. Pierce County inmates for May 7.  Mike went over the profit and loss for the HACTC.  There was a profit of $3,974.33, for the month of April.  Personnel 23/24 officer positions filled. Job is posted on Indeed. 
Board discussed with Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, the finances of the HACTC & employees.

Mike presented a food contract for the HACTC Facility, which will start on July 1, 2021, and end on June 30, 2022. The cost of the food contract is an increase of 3.7%.  

Mike gave the board a few revenue projection scenarios for the 2022 budget year.

1.  Average daily population of 93, with 72 being marshals; $79.00 for US Marshall boarding; $76.00 for counties or
2.  Average daily population 97, with 76 being marshals; $80.00 for US Marshall boarding; $77.00 for counties 

Mike shared bids he received from Drive and McGuire’s for a new transport vehicle.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, authorizing Mike Graner to purchase a Chrysler Voyager L, in the amount of $25,702, with additional costs for necessary partitions and radio.  Motion carried.

Board reconvened at 9:20 A.M, with all members present.

Board reviewed correspondence from North Dakota Telephone Company, on an application and permit for utility and road drilling on county right of way.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to approve the application from North Dakota Telephone, for directional bore on 30th Ave NE, Township 156 North, Range 72 West.  Motion carried.


Board reviewed correspondence from NDDOT, on the upcoming Road Project SC-3500 (021) CMC 3505,  East 9 miles to ND 3 & Selz East 3 miles to County Line for Reshaping and Regraveling 12.086 miles.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, authorizing the chairman, auditor and states attorney, to sign the county federal aid contract with NDDOT & B & J Excavating, Inc., on Road Project SC-3500 (021).  Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Discussion with Galen was on farming that is currently being done on the county road right of way, and if the $500 assessed fee should be added to the parcels.  Galen is going to review the letter that was sent out previously and he stated he will also send out another letter to those that are in violation.

Public hearing was at 9:30 A.M, regarding a conditional use permit, submitted by Central Point Landfill & Transfer Station, LLC, for “inert land fill and transfer station”, located in Lot 2, Section 1, Township 155 North, Range 73 West.  Dan Ruby, Circle Sanitation, was present and answered questions from the board.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to issue a conditional use permit to Central Point Landfill & Transfer Station, LLC, provided they follow all State, Federal and Local guidelines and not to exceed 5 loads gravel, as needed within the ½ mile.  Motion carried.

Public hearing was held on a conditional use permit from Susag Sand & Gravel, for a “gravel pit”, located in the N1/2 of Section 3, Township 151 North, Range 73 West. Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the conditional use permit to Susag Sand & Gravel, for a gravel pit.  Motion carried.

Board recessed to sit on the Board of Equalization meeting at 10:00 A.M.

Board recessed at 11:40 A.M. from the Board of Equalization meeting.

Board reconvened at 11:40 A.M., with all members present.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Richard A. Oksendahl, for tax years 2019 & 2020 (2021-12 & 13), on the following described property, as Lot 20, Block 4, Sikes 2nd Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  After review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement application for tax years 2019 & 2020, as it qualifies for homestead credit.  Motion carried.

Berg gave the board an update on the Community Service Program and that at the advisory board meeting, Josh Frey, States Attorney, was going to see if Towner County would be interested in joining the program, as Ramsey County no longer has the program.

Board review correspondence from Otis Elevator, on upgrading the elevator at the courthouse.  This was tabled to discuss with our state’s attorney.

Tyler Berube, Butler Machinery Company and Brian Kraft, RDO Equipment, joined the meeting.

Chairman Migler called for the opening of the motor grader bids.  Bids were received from RDO Equipment and Butler Machinery Company.  After reviewing the bids, the board needed clarification from Galen J. Mack, States Attorney.  This was tabled until 1PM.

Board recessed at 12:40 P.M., to sit on the Board of Equalization Meeting.

Board reconvened at 1:00 P.M., with all members present. Also present were Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, Brian Kraft, with RDO Equipment and Tyler Berube, with Butler Machinery Company.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, review the specifications that were listed for a new 2021- four-wheel drive motor grader, with front wheel assist.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to accept the bid from RDO Equipment, in the amount of $345,500. Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence with Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, on a proposal from Otis Elevator, for upgrading the elevator at the courthouse.  Berg was going to call Otis and ask some questions before the board makes any decisions.

There being no further business, Migler adjourned the meeting at 2:50 pm. Seconded by Hoffert.


_____________________________			___________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners







PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				               June 21, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on June 21, 2021.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present.  Also present was Susan Sitter, Pierce County Tribune.

Board met concerning the drought conditions in Pierce County and to adopt Drought Emergency Declaration. Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to adopt the following drought Emergency Declaration-
WHEREAS, Pierce County North Dakota has the potential of having abnormally dry conditions limiting high quality foliage production and creating poor grazing conditions for livestock; and
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and
WHEREAS, the impact of dry conditions could threaten the health, well-being and safety of livestock, as  well as the livelihood of Farmers and Ranchers within Pierce County; and
WHEREAS, the cost of response may be far in excess of available Pierce County resources.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Pierce County Commissioners issue a “Declaration of Emergency”, due to drought for Pierce County, North Dakota. All voting “Aye”. Declaration adopted and is on file in the auditor’s office.

Board reviewed correspondence on an amended Fire Emergency, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban Declaration.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to amend the Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration dated May 4, 2021. Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to amend Fire Emergency, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban Declaration for Pierce County, North Dakota
WHEREAS, Pierce County North Dakota has endured abnormally dry conditions, compiled with high winds, which has resulted in the potential for numerous rural fires; and
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being and safety of citizens in Pierce County; and
WHEREAS, the cost of response in the inordinate equipment wear, may be far in excess of available Pierce County resources.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Pierce County Commissioners issue a Fire Emergency Declaration, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban, to include recreational burning, garbage/pit burning, burning of farmland, cropland and/or ditches, and the use of fire to demolish structures when the North Dakota Fire Danger Index is in the “High, Very High or Extreme” Index and/or “Red Flag Warning” has been issued for Pierce County; however this does not ban the use of grills or commercially sold enclosed firepits, but it is required that grills or enclosed fire devices, be on a hard non-organic surface and be a minimum of 15 feet away from any dry vegetation, when the Fire Danger Index is High, Very High, or Extreme.
The use of Fireworks is banned within the limits of Pierce County.
This ban has been issued for Pierce County, North Dakota, expiring on October 31st, 2021.
The daily Rangeland Fire Index can be found at the following website: www.ndresponse.gov
Any individual who willfully violates this burn ban, by local order NDCC 37-17.1-10.1, is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor.  The maximum penalties for a Class B Misdemeanor are up to 30 days in jail and up to a $1500.00 fine.
Dated this 21st day of June, 2021 in Rugby, North Dakota. All voting “Aye”.  Declaration adopted and is on file in the auditor’s office.

There being no further business, Chairman Migler adjourned the meeting at 7:55 A.M.



____________________________			____________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					June 22, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on June 22, 2021. Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon, with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present and Susan Sitter, Pierce County Tribune.

Discussion was held on the amended Fire Emergency, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban Declaration dated June 21, 2021. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to rescind the amended Fire Emergency, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban Declaration. Upon roll call vote- all voting “Aye”.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to adopt the following Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration for Pierce County, North Dakota, effective June 22, 2021 as follows:
WHEREAS, Pierce County North Dakota has endured abnormally dry conditions compiled with high winds which has resulted in the potential for numerous rural fires; and
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being and safety of citizens in Pierce County; and
WHEREAS, the cost of response in the inordinate equipment wear, may be far in excess of available Pierce County resources.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Pierce County Commissioners issue a Fire Emergency Declaration and Burn Ban to include recreational burning, garbage/pit burning, burning of farmland, cropland and/or ditches, and the use of fire to demolish structures when the North Dakota Fire Danger Index is in the “high, Very High or Extreme” Index and/or “Red Flag Warning” has been issued for Pierce County; however, this does not ban the use of grills or commercially sold enclosed firepits; but it is required that grills or enclosed fire devices be on a hard, non-organic surface, and be a minimum of 15 feet away from any dry vegetation when the Fire Danger Index is Very High, or Extreme.  The use of Fireworks is banned when the Fire Index is “High, Very High or Extreme” or “Red Flag Warning” has been issued.
Be it also required, that any controlled burn occurring within the limits of Pierce County, be reported to the Law Enforcement Center, by calling (701)776-5245 and supplying the name of the responsible party, contact number and location of the burn, along with any other information requested.  This ban will be in effect when the North Dakota Fire Danger Index is in the “High, Very High or Extreme” Index and/or a “Red Flag Warning” has been issued for Pierce County, North Dakota, expiring on October 31, 2021.
The Fire Index Rating and Red Flag Warnings can be found at the following website: www.ndresponse.gov, Be mindful that this may change throughout the day, as conditions change.
Any individual who willfully violates this burn ban by local order NDCC 37-17.1-10.1, is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor.  The maximum penalties for a Class B Misdemeanor are up to 30 days in jail and up to a $1500.00 fine. Upon roll call vote- Christenson “AYE”; Brossart “AYE”; Hoffert”AYE”; Berg”AYE”;
Migler “NAY”.  Declaration adopted and on file in the Auditor’s office.


There being no further business, chairman Migler adjourned the meeting at 12:10 P.M..

_____________________________			__________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Pierce County Commissioners


PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				               June 25, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on June 25, 2021.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present.  

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to amend the previous Burn Ban dated June 22, 2021, to allow for the Organized Cities to issue their own burn ban/fireworks restrictions; if they wish to do so.  If they do not issue their own, then they would be covered by the County Burn Ban. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to adopt the Amended-Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Declaration for Pierce County, North Dakota.
WHEREAS, Pierce County North Dakota has endured abnormally dry conditions compiled with high winds which has resulted in the potential for numerous rural fires; and
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; and 
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being and safety of citizens in Pierce County; and
WHEREAS, the cost of response in the inordinate equipment wear, may be far in excess of available Pierce County resources.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Pierce County Commissioners issue a Fire Emergency Declaration and Burn Ban to include recreational burning, garbage/pit burning, burning of farmland, cropland and /or ditches, and the use of fire to demolish structures when the North Dakota Fire Danger Index is in the “High, Very High or Extreme” Index and/or a “Red Flag Warning” has been issued for Pierce County; however, this does not ban the use of grills or commercially sold enclosed firepits, but it is required that grills or enclosed fire devices be on a hard, non-organic surface, and be a minimum of 15 feet away from any dry vegetation when the Fire Danger Index is Very High, or Extreme.  The use of Fireworks is banned when the Fire Index Rating is “High, Very High or Extreme” or a “Red Flag Warning” has been issued.
Be it also required, that any controlled burn occurring within the limits of Pierce County, be reported to the Law Enforcement Center by calling (701)776-5245 and supplying the name of the responsible party, contact number and the location of the burn, along with any other information requested.
This ban will be in effect when the North Dakota Fire Danger Index is in the “High”, Very High or Extreme” Index and/or a “Red Flag Warning” has been issued for Pierce County, North Dakota expiring on October 31, 2021.
This ban is in effect for Pierce County, including the organized cities, unless they have issued their own burn ban and/or fireworks restrictions.
The Fire Index Rating and Red Flag Warnings can be found at the following website: www.ndresponse.gov, Be mindful that this may change throughout the day as conditions change.
Any individual who willfully violates this burn ban by local order NDCC 37-17.1-10.1 is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor.  The maximum penalties for a Class B Misdemeanor are up to 30 days in jail and up to $1500.00 fine.  Roll call vote-Christenson “Aye”; Brossart “Aye”; Hoffert “Aye”; Berg “Aye” and Migler “Aye”.  Motion carried.  Declaration adopted and is on file in the Auditor’s office.


There being no further business, chairman Migler adjourned the meeting at 8:15 A.M.


______________________________			____________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners


