PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				             April 6, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on April 6, 2021.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart and Hoffert present.  Absent: Berg.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to accept the March minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed financial report for the month of March. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to accept the financial report for the month of March.  Motion carried unanimously.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of March, for his department.  Total calls-44; Medical calls-0; Fire calls-4; Traffic Accidents-1; Assist Other Agencies-5; Prisoner Transports-4; Arrests-9; Citations-4; Papers served-16; Warrants served-6. Personnel- Sheriff Josh Siegler, said that he has hired a new deputy who will start on April 8th.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, went over the bills and answered any questions the board had.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of February, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the financial report for the month of February, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for the month of March, which was 88. High 92. April currently has 92.  Bookings 46; Releases 45.  Pierce County inmates for February were 12, with 6 remaining in custody.  Personnel- 24/24 officer positions filled; One (1) on active duty-military leave.  Miscellaneous- Covid-19 update- 17 inmates received the vaccine. No employees have covid. USDA grant was awarded but some documentation has to be completed and sent in prior to receiving the funds.  Mike informed the board that he is receiving 2 quotes for a transport vehicle for his department.  DOCR facility inspection will be held on April 21 and 22nd. There was a deficit of $31,723.83, for the month of February.

Board reviewed documentation that was needed for the USDA grant.  After review, moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the resolution of the governing board of this association, with the USDA, a grant, in a sum of not to exceed $61,200.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
Board reconvened at 9:20 A.M., with all members present, except Berg, absent.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6158-6166, in the amount of $5,191.61, for the month of March.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to re-appoint David Kraft and Mike Heidlebaugh, as members of the county committee, for the purpose of school district annexations, dissolutions and reorganizations.  Motion carried.

Brenden Klebe, NDSU Extension Agent, met and gave the board an overview on what his office has completed for the month of March and said he gained a lot of knowledge around the office so that he can better teach a new support staff member. He informed the board that he was ready to add support staff to his department.

Pete Ritterman, Ritterman Trucking and Steve Jacobson, B & J Excavating, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 9:30 A.M., was past, the chairman opened the bids for Claying and Gravel, for the 2021 construction season and machine hire bids.  After reviewing the bids for Claying and Gravel and machine hire, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to accept all bids.  Motion carried.

Kelsey Siegler, DES Coordinator, joined the meeting.

Discussion was held on the burn ban.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart to rescind the burn ban dated March 16, 2021.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to issue a complete burn ban until May 4,2021.  
The Fire Emergency Declaration and Burn Ban includes the use of fireworks, recreational burning, garbage/pit burning, burning of farmland, cropland and/or ditches, and the use of fire to demolish structures, however this does not ban the use of grills or commercially sold enclosed firepits, but it is required that grills or enclosed fire devices be on a hard non-organic surface and be at a minimum of 15 feet away from any dry vegetation.  This Burn Ban Expires on May 4, 2021. Upon roll call vote- Christenson “Aye”; Brossart “Aye”; Hoffert “Aye”; Migler “Aye”.  Motion carried. Declaration is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s office.

Roger Arenz, TrueNorth Steel, joined the meeting.

Board reviewed culvert bids submitted by TrueNorth Steel and Forterra Concrete Products, Inc.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to accept all bids.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, that annual payment be made from the Road Districts to Road & Bridge, for blading and snow removal, for township roads with motor grader.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund, pertaining to electing a representative, to serve on the board of directors.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, authorizing the chairman to cast a proxy vote, to elect Scott Ouradnik, to the Board of Directors, to represent counties on the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the site authorization, for games of chance, from Larry’s Bar, Selz, beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the site authorization, for games of chance, from Rugby Golf Club, beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by David Lindseth etal, for tax year 2020 (2021-10), on the following described property as E 792’ of S 1485’ of E1/2SE1/4, section 22, all located in Township 154 North, Range 72 West, Pierce County, North Dakota.  After review, moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to lower the true and full value from 89,360 to 19,363, for tax year 2020, as recommended by the Tax Director, as qualifies as a farm exemption.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Marilyn Sattler, for tax year 2020, (2021-11), on the following described property as Lots 11-12-13, Block 4, Comstock’s 1st Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  After review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement application, as it qualifies for homestead credit.  Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.  Discussed was fence that has not been moved in Spring Lake Township. Also discussed was the community service program and fees that have been collected.  Board asked if the hours should be reduced? Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, said that the program is picking up and more individuals will be given community service hours. Due to covid last year, hours were not given.

Board reviewed  the 2020 audit of the county that was prepared by the State Auditor’s Office.

There being no further business to transact, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart to adjourn the meeting at noon.  Motion carried.

_______________________________				____________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer				David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners
