PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				           April 7, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on April 7, 2020.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with member Hoffert present. The following members were by teleconferencing Berg and Christenson.  Brossart absent.  Also, on the teleconferencing call were Bryce Berginski, The Pierce County Tribune, Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, Hactc.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to accept the March minutes as mailed. Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6077-6081, in the amount of $343.86, for the month of March.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the financial report for the month of March. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Harold Mueller, (2020-13), for tax year 2019, on the following described property as Lots 1 & 2, Block 4, Lockwood’s Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with homestead credit filed. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Larry Bicker, (2020-10 & 11), for tax years 2018 & 2019, on the following described property as S1/2SE1/4, section 26, Township 154 N. Range 74 West. Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the abatement application for tax years 2018 & 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with farm exemption filed.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Brad Mitzel, (2020-12), for tax year 2019, on the following described property as S1/2SE1/4, section 19, Township 154N. Range 73 West.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2019, as recommended by the Tax Director, as qualifies for inundated acres. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve the site authorization, for games of chance, from Rugby Amateur Hockey Association, beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to approve site authorization, for games of chance, from Larry’s Bar, Selz, beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, that annual payment be made from the Road Districts to Road and Bridge, for blading and snow removal, for township roads with motorgrader.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed information from Tanya Wieler, HR Consultant, on the COVID 19 new regulations on FFCRA, or Families First Coronavirus Response Act, that went into effect on April 1, 2020.  This provision in the regulations allows certain exemptions, particularly for healthcare workers and “emergency responders.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to adopt the new regulations on FFCRA’s or Families Coronavirus Response Act and that the following will be exempt: law enforcement officers, correctional personnel, public health personnel, emergency management personnel, 911 operators and public works personnel are considered essential staff.  Essential staff would be allowed to take leave under qualifying reasons 2,3 or 4, but will not be allowed under provisions 1, 5 or 6, in order to ensure continuity of government and essential services.  All voting “Aye”, motion carried.

Commissioner Christenson informed the rest of the board that he had contact with a surveyor out of Devils Lake and that the property located in Spring Lake Township would be surveyed.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, gave the board a report for the month of March, for his department. Total calls 40; Medical calls-1; Fire calls-none; Traffic accidents-none; Assist Other Agencies-6; Prisoner Transports-2; Arrests-11; Citations-18; Papers served-12; Warrants served-7.  

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, also informed the board that he has received a resignation letter from Russell Anthony, Deputy Sheriff.  His last day will be April 28th.  

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Board reviewed bills submitted for the HACTC. After further questions, moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of March, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to approve the financial report for the month of March, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for March, which is 95. High of 104, low of 90.  April currently has 86; Bookings 52, Releases 66. Pierce County inmates for March were 11, with 5 remaining in custody.  Personnel 23/24 position filled. Interview scheduled for April 8th, by telephone, for one female officer position.  Miscellaneous- door access upgrade has been delayed. DOCR yearly inspection has been rescheduled for May 13 and 14th. Civil suit-personal injury petition filed in Pierce County.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, informed the board that while doing a generator test, they had a power surge and they had major problems with the Wonder Ware programs that controls the lights and doors. The power source and switch got fried. EBI will be giving the HACTC a quote on the power back ups to run on this system.

[bookmark: _Hlk37157474]Received correspondence from Yolanda Schmidt, NDSU Extension Agent, on Haley Mygland, Administrative Assistant, to be able to work from home.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, explained to the board that NDDOT was requesting information from all counties about the possibility of additional infrastructure funding. NDDOT had two (2) categories.  Category one (1), was projects that would be ready this summer or in fall of 2021 construction, but there is no funding for them.  This had to be into NDDOT by 1:00 pm on Thursday, April 2nd. Category two (2) was for projects ready to go for fall 2020 or spring 2021 for construction in 2021. These projects would possibly look at as Phase 4 of a stimulus package. The deadline for this was April 6 at noon.  Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, submitted on behalf of Pierce County for Category 2 based on if funding becomes available. The following projects are:
CMC 3521- North of Hwy 17Reshaping and regraveling 10 miles;
CMC 3532- (Orrin) East and West Reshaping and regraveling 9 miles;
CMC 3548- Highway #3 west to County line Reshaping and regraveling 13 miles
CMC 3536- (Selz) Reshaping and regraveling 6 miles

The total project cost estimate is $3.4 million and would consist of 38 miles. Jessica said these projects could be based on Federal Aid Formula with a county match. There is no county commitment on any of the above projects.

Information received from Tanya Wieler, HR Consultant, said general guidance is, that staff be allowed to telework, if circumstances make it difficult and/or impossible to work in the office. Yolanda explained that her help would be entering information into an online 4-H program, working on State Pesticide Program, and updating the County’s website, and that NDSU Extension is encouraging flexible working arrangements. The focus is on results, not hours. A weekly written report will be submitted. After visiting with Yolanda Schmidt, NDSU Extension Agent, moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, that Haley Mygland, Administrative Assistant, will be working from home three days a week and one day she will be in the office. This will be reviewed on a monthly basis by the board of commissioners at their regular business meetings.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, asked the board what the county is doing as a whole on working from home, as he a had a request from Justine Fjellanger.  The board and Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, felt at this time that circumstances are not difficult and or impossible to work in the office.  Mike also asked if the board made any decision on the FFCRA new regulations on which employees would be exempt.

As the hour of 9:30 A.M., was past, chairman opened the bids for Claying and gravel for the 2020 construction season and machine hire.

After reviewing the bids for Claying and Gravel, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to accept all bids.  Motion carried.

After reviewing the bids for machine hire, for the 2020 construction season, moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to accept all bids.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed bids received for culverts from TrueNorthSteel and Forterra Concrete Products, Inc.
Moved by Christenson and seconded by Berg, to accept all bids for culverts.

Berg gave a report on the Community Service Program, where the hours have been extended for offenders to get their community service hours completed.

There being no further business to transact, Migler adjourned the meeting at 10:05 A.M.

______________________________		_______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer		David Migler, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota			Board of County Commissioners

