PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

			                January 3, 2013

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on January 3, 2013.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Johnston, Bohl, Migler and Larson present.  Also present was Chris Bieri, Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Christenson share a letter received from Karen Halle, Lake Region District Health Director, stating that she will be retiring on June 30, 2013.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Bohl, to accept the December minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, acting sheriff, met and gave a report for his department for the month of December.

A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Johnston, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, to accept the financial report for the month of December.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Bohl, to re-appoint Rick Larson as a member of the Souris Basin Planning Council.  Motion carried.

Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer, presented the Pledge of Assets from Merchants Bank, Bremer Bank and Ramsey Bank.  Also reviewed, were the bank balances as of December 31, 2012.  A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Larson, to accept the Pledge of Assets as presented and declare Merchants Bank, Bremer Bank and Ramsey Bank as depositories.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed bills from Balta Wildlife Club, for which the county participates.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, to make payment from the County Park Fund.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence received from the NDDOT on Safe Routes to School Program, which the State is accepting applications that need to be submitted by February 28, 2013. A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, that Pierce County be the sponsoring unit of government for the project titled Safe Routes to School Program application for the City of Rugby.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Migler, to amend the 2012 budget as follows: Expenditures- Farm to Market $395,000.00 amend to $732,058.10; 2004 Fema- $14,591.84; 2005 Fema $21,422.01; 2009 Fema $940.00; 2011 Fema $834,492.79; Weed Control $102,056.00 amend to $105,665.22; Law Enforcement Center $231,353.57 amend to $232,197.88; Wireless $9,500.00 amend to $20,899.20; HACTC $611,615.84 amend to $1,013,953.51; State Grants $6,400.80; Library Elevator Project $102,731.38; Ambulance Service $41,209.28 amend to $43,032.64; City County Library $80,716.65 amend to $92,638.84; Garrison Diversion $21,351.41 amend to $21,354.71; Health Unit $73,691.16 amend to $83,439.22 Motion carried.

Kelsey Siegler, met with the board concerning the Tax Director position.
After reviewing her application, a motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Larson, to offer the position of Tax Director, to Kelsey Siegler.  Motion carried.

Kelsey Siegler, DES Coordinator, shared with the board that she is updating the Emergency Operations Plan.  She stated that the Hazard Mitigation will be ready to review in February.
Kelsey is in the process of planning full scale active shooter in the high school, which will be held at the end of February. 

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 10:00 A.M. was past, the chairman called for the opening of the county shop bids.
Bids received were Steve Fritel- $52,780.00 with the removal of the fuel tank to be the county’s responsibility; Wentz Investments $55,126.56; Layne Opstedal $36,001.00; Troy Munyer $90,000.00 with the county satisfying  all the special assessments; David Schneider $80,000 with the county satisfying all the special assessments.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, to reject all bids and turn the property over to the Realtors in Rugby to sell. Upon roll call vote- Johnston “Aye”; Bohl “Aye”; Migler “Aye”; Larson “Aye” and Christenson “Aye”.   Motion carried.

Auditor Fursather informed the board of the agricultural land value per acre adjustment for 2013 assessment.  Recommendation is to increase the value per acre by 13.55 % to be within the tolerance allowed, as set by the State.  A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Johnston, to increase the agricultural land value for 2013 assessment by 13.55%.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed expenses from all county shops and blade operators. Discussion was held concerning costs for blading and snow removal from township roads with motorgrader per certified mile. The board is going to meet with the township officers on January 25, 2013 at 1:00 P.M. in which they will discuss with the township board members of possibly increasing the rate per certified mile from $125.00 to $140.00.

There being no further business, Christenson moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 noon.

___________________________			______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners
PROCEEDING OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

			             January 8, 2013

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on January 8, 2013.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 10:30 A.M., with members Johnston, Bohl, Migler and Larson present.  Also present were  Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, Neil Lotvedt, Kipp Johnson, JDA President and Chris Bieri, Pierce County Tribune.

Board reviewed letter received from Neil Lotvedt on concerns with the Rugby Jail and LEC. A lengthy discussion was held on items listed in the letter. Kipp Johnson and Neil Lotvedt asked if the board would consider changing the agreement for sale of purchase of the HACTC, to exclude lots 1, 3, 9, 13, Block 4, Rugby Industrial Park, all being located in the SE1/4 of Section 32, Twp. 157N., Rge. 72 W., Pierce County, ND., to be used for future economic development.
Neil also requested if any kind of language could be put in the agreement saying once all debts are paid off, future profits could go towards property tax relief. He also inquired if the overcharge on prisoners has been reviewed as of today.

Kipp Johnson left the meeting.

Neil Lotvedt left the meeting.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Johnston, authorizing the Chairman and Auditor to sign the purchase agreement of HACTC facility and vehicles including Lots 2, 10, 11, and 12 Block 4, Rugby Industrial Park, located in the city of Rugby.  Upon roll call vote- unanimous vote was cast.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.

___________________________		______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer		Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota			Board of County Commissioners 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

			                   January 25, 2013

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on January 25, 2013.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M. at the Memorial Hall, with members Bohl, Johnston, Migler present.  Larson absent.  Also present were officers from all organized townships, except Antelope Lake and Torgerson Towship.  Chris Bieri, Pierce County Tribune, was also present.
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Chairman Christenson introduced Kelsey Siegler to the townships.  Kelsey asked the townships if it would be possible to hold their annual township meeting at the courthouse instead of holding them at a township residence.

Christenson informed the townships that all reflective signs need to be in place by January, 2015.
Rodney Schmitt, Elling Township asked when 9-1-1 signs would be put up on the  E & W Orrin Farm to Market Road. Migler stated that a few 9-1-1 signs are missing and they will be put up.

Spraying was discussed and a map was available for the townships to review where the spraying was done by Dave Walker. Commissioner Migler asked if it would be possible to have someone from each township that Dave Walker could contact before spraying the township.  Doug Wolfe, Alexanter Township, asked if they could contract with someone from Wells County to spray their township. Board will have to look into the liability and that the contractor would meet all the qualifications.

Chairman Christenson talked briefly on the cutting of road ditches and fences. Daniel Held, Hagel Township, asked if the cutting notice could also be placed in the Harvey Herald.

Each township received handouts on the costs for the county shops. Migler said the costs were down from the previous year, but felt that the cost for blading and snow removal will go from $125.00 per township certified mile to $130 per certified road mile for 2013.

Christenson stated that all 2011 FEMA sites need to be completed by August 1, 2013. 

Migler urged the townships that are not included in the County’s Zoning regulations, to consider adopting the county’s zoning regulations.

Christenson informed the townships that if they need culverts, to let Duane Johnston know so that they can be ordered.

Derrick Klein, Tuscarora Township, asked if there was some way to keep the trucks off the roads during crucial times during road restrictions. Ken Schaan said that maybe it would be better to educate.

There being no further business, board adjourned at 2:00 P.M.

__________________________		_________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer		Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota			Board of County Commissioners
