PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
April 5, 2022

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on April 5, 2022. Chairman
Christenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Brossart, Hoffert, Berg and Migler
present.

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Moved by Migler and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried.
Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to accept the March minutes as mailed. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Migler, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid
were ordered paid. Motion carried.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Hoffert, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6226-6230, in the amount of
$240.82, for the month of March. Motion carried.

After reviewing the financial report, moved by Migler and seconded by Berg, to accept the financial
report for the month of March. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Douglas Pierson, for tax year 2021, (2022-3), on
the following described property as Lot 2 & East 25’ of Lot 3, Block 4, Erickson’s Addition, located in the
City of Rugby. After review, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to approve the abatement
application, as recommended by the Tax Director, as it qualifies for homestead credit. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Larry & Ellen Mae Slaubaugh, LE, for tax year 2021
(2022-5-11), on the following described property as S1/2NE1/4, Lots 1-2, (2), to lower the true and full
value from 7,688 to 6,592; Lots 3-4-5-6 (2), to lower the true and full value from 7,193 to 5,883; Lot 7,
NE1/4SE1/4 (2), to lower the true and full value from 3,663, to 1,150; Lake Bottom Lots 31-32-33 (10), to
lower the true and full value from 1,321 to 107; Lot 6 (10), to lower the true and full value from 277 to
109; Lot 7 (10), to lower the true and full value from 655 to 117; Lake Bottom Lots 22-23-24 (10), to
lower the true and full value from 1,274 to 146; and Lake Bottom Lots 1-2-3 (11), to lower the true and
full value from 1,903 to 165; all located in Township 158 N. Range 70 West, Pierce County, North
Dakota. Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to lower the true and full value for the above-
described property, for tax year 2021, as recommended by the Tax Director, as qualifies as inundated
acres. Motion carried.

Judge Michael Hurly met with the board and asked if they would consider giving him a 99-year easement
to install a fence on the west side of the shrubs which would be county property. Moved by Brossart and
seconded by Hoffert, to draw up a 99-year easement, with the stipulation that the fence is the
responsibility of the owner and not the county. Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff and Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, joined the meeting.



Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of March, for his
department. Total calls-32; Medical calls-3; Fire calls-1; Traffic accidents-none; Assist Other Agencies-5;
Prisoner Transports-3; Arrests-5; Citations-5; Papers served-18; Warrants served-4.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, informed the board that he had received the Durango that is being
purchased with Stone Garden Grant Funds. Josh said that he has not been able to get a quote or bid on
a Tahoe from either dealership and that they are hard to find. Josh said that he has received a quote
from M J McGuires on a Durango for his department. The Durango will be purchased with ARPA Funds.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, went over the bills for the month of March. Moved by Migler
and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered
paid, for the month of March, for the HACTC. Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board a report on the inmate population at the jail
facility for March, which was 68. April currently has 74 inmates. High 76. Bookings 54, Releases-53.
Pierce County inmate population for March was 7. Deficit $12,923.26, for the month of February.
Personnel 22/24 officers and one (1) new hire expected to start on April 12", Miscellaneous- Air
purification system is installed. DOCR annual inspection will start on Thursday, April 7. Mike also
stated that contract updates would be going out soon.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve the financial report for the month of February, for
the HACTC. Motion carried.

Board reconvened at 9:15 A.M, with all members present.

Kelsey Siegler, DES Coordinator, met with the board concerning a Fire Emergency, Fireworks Ban & Burn
Ban Declaration. After discussion, it was moved by Berg and seconded by Migler, to issue a Fire
Emergency, Fireworks Ban and Burn Ban Declaration for Pierce County, North Dakota, to include
recreational burning, open burning (Any burning that takes place in an unenclosed space. Includes the
burning of leaves, grass clippings, garbage and pits, construction debris, fallen trees, crop residue or hay
land, sloughs and bonfires) also, banning the use of fire to demolish structures when the North Dakota
Fire Danger Index is in the “High, Very High or Extreme” Index and /or a “Red Flag Warning” has been
issued for Pierce County. However, these restrictions do not ban the use of grills or commercially sold
enclosed firepits, but it is required that grills or enclosed fire devices be on a hard non-organic surface
and be a minimum of 15 feet away from any dry vegetation when the Fire Danger Index is High, Very
High, or Extreme. The use of Fireworks is prohibited when the fire index rating is High, Very High or
Extreme or a “Red Flag Warning” has been issued. Be it also required that any controlled burn occurring
“within the limits of Pierce County be reported to the Law Enforcement Center by calling (701) 776-5245
and supply the name of the responsible party, contact number and location of the burn along with any
other requested information. This burn ban and firework restrictions are in effect for Pierce County, but
does not apply to the incorporated cities of Balta, Rugby or Wolford. The daily Rangeland Fire Index can
be found at the following website: www.ndresponse.gov. Any individual who willfully violates this burn
ban by local order NDCC 37-17.1-10.1 is guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor. The maximum penalties for a
Class B Misdemeanor are up to 30 days in jail and up to a $1500.00 fine. This burn ban will expire on
October 31, 2022. Declaration adopted. Burn Ban Declaration is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s office.




Steve Jacobson, B& J Excavating and Ritterman Trucking, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 9:30 A.M., was past, the chairman called for the opening of the bids for Clay and
Graveling and Machine Hire, for the 2022 construction season. After reviewing the bids for Claying and
Graveling and Machine Hire, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Migler, to accept all bids. Motion
carried.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Brossart, that annual payment be made from the Road Districts to
Road & Bridge, for blading and snow removal, for township roads with motorgrader. Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Anthony Coffman, Community Service Coordinator, for the month
of March.

Board reviewed correspondence from North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund, pertaining to electing a
representative, to serve on the board of directors. Moved by Migler and seconded by Berg, authorizing
the chairman to cast a proxy vote, to elect Chad Peterson, to the Board of Directors, to represent
counties on the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund. Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting. Pictures were given to Galen J. Mack, on farming
that is currently being done on farm to market right of way. The board requested that a letter be written
to all farmers that are involved in farming on the right of way.

Jeremy Bohner, TrueNorthSteel, joined the meeting.

After 10:45 A.M., was past, the chairman called for the opening of the culvert bids. One bid received
from TrueNorthSteel. Moved by Migler and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the bid from TrueNorth
Steel. Motion carried.

Brian Kraft, RDO Equipment Rep, met with the board and recommended that the board advertise for a
new motorgrader as the availability is out six (6) to eight (8) months. Moved by Hoffert and seconded
by Migler, to call for bids, for the purchase of one (1) newer or 2022 four-wheel drive motorgrader, with
front wheel assist. Bids to be opened on May 3, 2022, at 11:30 A.M. Motion carried.

Discussed amongst the board were the funds received from HB 1505- on what portion of the funds they
would like to give to the townships. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Migler, that the county will give
each township $10,000 to be used for graveling. In order for the township to receive these funds, the
township will have to submit an invoice from the contractor showing the amount and a copy of the
check that was used to pay for the graveling. Once this information is presented to the auditor-
treasurer’s office, a check will be written to the township, once approved by the board of
commissioners. Townships are encouraged to do the graveling in the 2022 season. Motion carried.

Board discussed placing a mill levy request on the upcoming Primary Election.
RESOLUTION TO PLACE MILL LEVY REQUEST ON THE BALLOT
WHEREAS, NDCC 57-15-06.7 (2) authorizes the Board of County Commissioners for Pierce County, North

Dakota, to levy annually a tax not exceeding two (2) mills for the purpose of extension work as provided
in NDCC 11-38-01.



WHEREAS, board of county commissioners may submit to the electors at a primary or general election
question of approval of voter-approved additional levy authority for extension work, for a period not
exceeding ten (10) years, and if approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question, the board
of county commissioners may levy an additional tax not exceeding an additional two (2) mills pursuant
to NDCC 57-15-06.7 (2).

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the question of levying up to an additional one (1) mill if needed for
extension work (i.e., not to exceed a total of three (3) mills be submitted to the voters of Pierce County,
North Dakota, at the primary election to be held June 14, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Auditor-Treasurer, for Pierce County, North Dakota, be instructed to
place the above question on the ballot at the 2022 primary election.

Moved by Commissioner Migler and seconded by Commissioner Hoffert, to approve this Resolution and
the placement of the matter on the ballot at the 2022 primary election.

Upon roll call vote on April 5, 2022:
“AYE” Brossart, Hoffert, Berg, Migler and Christenson
IINAY”

Resolution was unanimously passed and is declared adopted. Resolution is on file in the Auditor-
Treasurer’s office.

There being no further business to transact, moved by Berg to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 A.M..
Seconded by Hoffert. Motion carried.

Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota Board of County Commissioners
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