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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				         September 1, 2015

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on September 1, 2015.
Chairman Johnston called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Migler and Larson present.  Also present was Bryce Berginski, Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Johnston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Brossart, to accept the August minutes as mailed. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Christenson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve Treasurer’s checks # 5497-5503 in the amount of $1,555.00 for the month of August.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Migler, to accept the financial report for the month of August.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Ila McKay, Conac Vice-Chair, requesting the board of commissioners to appoint a member to serve on the Conac Board.  A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Christenson, to appoint Shelly Block, as a member of the Conac Board and appoint the JDA Director, as the alternate.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Larson, to transfer $100,000.00 from County Poor Relief Fund to Social Welfare Fund.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Migler, to transfer $250,000.00 from Highway Distribution Fund to Road and Bridge Fund.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement applications submitted by Marilyn Sattler (2015-35-37) on Lots 11,12,13, Block 4, Comstock’s 1st Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Larson, to approve the abatement applications for tax years 2013, 2014 and 2015 (2015-35-37), as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with homestead credit filed.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to transfer $108,374.28 from Social Security Fund to the Health Insurance Fund.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to issue a call for bids for #2 fuel oil, propane and gasoline.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, October 6, 2015. Motion carried.

Board reviewed the appraisals on the real estate in accordance with Section 57-28-10 N.D.C.C.   A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, that hearing date be set for October 6, 2015, at 9:30 A.M. in accordance with Section 57-28-11 N.D.C.C.  Motion carried.

The Joint boards of County Commissioners held the annual budget meeting for Lake Region District Health Unit by conference call at 8:30 A.M.  The joint boards unanimously approved the 2016 budget.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of August for his department- total calls 63, Medical calls-1; fire calls- 2; Traffic accidents -2; Assist other agencies-13;
Prisoner transports-3; arrests-8; citations 57; papers served-23; warrants served-2.  Josh Siegler, Sheriff, briefly discussed a contract with Brad’s Towing for the 2016 budget, which would be split 50/50 with the county and city each paying $5,000.00.

Discussion was held on the possibility of hiring another deputy/dispatcher that would be cross trained.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC board at 9:00 A.M.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, Hactc, met with the board and answered any questions that the board had on the July bills.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid for the month of July, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike gave the board an update on the inmate population for August, which was 131 inmates and went over the finances for the HACTC for the month of July.  A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the financial report for the month of July.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, informed the board that the Alcohol and Drug License has been renewed for two years. Mike said that one new officer was hired, and that on October 1, 2015, the jail will no longer house DOCR female offenders. Mike is working on a contract with DOCR for contracting 30-35 male offenders at $70.00 a day, with a 4% increase each year and the reduction of medical cost from $150 down to $50.00.  Mike Graner said a pre-audit on site tour was completed according to federal law and the jail was in full compliance.  DOCR did a jail inspection and they should receive a report later this month.

Board reconvened at 9:40 a.m. with all members present.

Patrick Dechant, North Dakota Pipeline Company LLC (Enbridge) and Rob Black, construction manager met with the board. North Dakota Pipeline Company LLC is proposing to expand its pipeline system by constructing a new crude oil pipeline from Tioga, ND to Superior, Wisconsin (Sandpiper Pipeline).  They asked the board for approval of using 68th St NE, in Pierce County, to move equipment around features that cannot otherwise be crossed, via conventional means. A site specific traffic/safety plan will be put in place prior to the start of any work. Enbridge will be responsible for maintaining and restoring roads used to their pre-construction condition.   A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the Chairman of the board to sign the agreement between North Dakota Pipeline Company LLC (Enbridge) and Pierce County, which is located in Dewey/ Walsh Townships.  Motion carried.

After discussion, a motion was made by Migler and seconded by Larson, to make a change in the county’s policy manual to allow annual leave to be accrued at the same rate as their previous employment with Pierce County, if the lapse in the employment has been for 3 months or less.  Motion carried.

Auditor-Treasurer Fursather, discussed the option of voting by mail for the upcoming 2016 Election.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to try the Vote By Mail option for the upcoming Primary and General Election for 2016.  Motion carried.

Discussion was held with Lori Miron, County Recorder, on a wireless router for her department. It was suggested that the county would need to purchase a Sonic Wall TZ10W and that the county will also need an IP address.  A motion was made by Brossart and seconded by Larson, to purchase the Sonic Wall TZ10W at a cost of $299.00.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed proposals from Ellie Ann’s and St. Michel Furniture on replacing the carpet in the community room and hallway on the bottom floor.  A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Brossart to replace the carpet, with the lowest bid from St.Michel Furniture.  Motion carried.

Galen J Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, joined the meeting.

Jessica presented and went over the plans for the FEMA permanent alternate route located 2 miles West and 2 miles South of Wolford in section 36- Twp 158 N; Rge 71 W- Junaita Township Road, with a completion date of November 14, 2015. Bids will be opened on September 15th.  A motion was made by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to accept the plans and bids for the permanent alternate route, located in Juniata Township.  Motion carried.

Jessica Tagestad and the board briefly discussed what projects they would like to add to the county federal aid program for 2016.  The board will wait until after their meeting with DOT on October 26th.

Jessica went over Project COIB-3521 (060), PCN 21094 with the board. The project begins at US Hwy2 east of Rugby, thence north and east along CMC 3521 for a total of 8.5 miles.  The project consists of milling the existing asphalt, laying a blended base and hot bituminous pavement surface course for the first 1 Mile, then regraveling the remainder of the project with aggregate surfacing.  All work will take place within the existing road shoulders, except in mile 1 where there may be some inslope work. This project will be constructed during the 2016 construction season.

Jessica gave the board an update on the permanent alternate route located in Hillside Township. After the road is completed, appropriate signage with be placed.

Jon Oksendal, RDO Equipment, stopped in and informed the board that the motorgrader is ready and can be delivered the last week of September.

Board reviewed a quit claim deed between Pierce County and Mark & Sue Schaan, on a tract or parcel originally conveyed to Pierce County, with said parcel located in both the NW1/4NE1/4, NE1/4NW1/4, section 9, Twp. 155 N., Rge 73 W, containing two acres more or less. A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman and auditor to sign the quit claim deed.  Motion carried.

Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer, went over the proposed budget for 2016.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to levy 2 mills for Emergency Fund. Motion carried. 

There being no further business, Johnston moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 noon.

_____________________________			_________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			Duane Johnston, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Pierce County Board of County Commissioners


					September 8, 2015


County Commissioners Johnston, Migler, Brossart, Christenson and Larson were in attendance at the City Council meeting held on September 8, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the city council chambers. Commission members were interested in hearing the discussion regarding the city’s decision on the county’s request to add $14,400 to their budget for rent for the police department.


___________________________			______________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			Duane Johnston, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Pierce County Board of County Commissioners



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				         September 15, 2015

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on September 15, 2015.
Chairman Johnston called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Migler and Larson present.  Also present were Bryce Berginski, Pierce County Tribune and Pete Ritterman, Ritterman Trucking.

Chairman Johnston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 10:00 A.M. was past, Jessica opened the bids for Project PW PIERC4C-Permannet Alternate Route, Sec. 36, Twp 158N. Rge. 71 W- Juniata Township Road.  The following bids were received:  
		Gratech Company		$171,043.20
		Pinky’s Aggregates, Inc		$125,100.71
		Ritterman Trucking		$115,239.10

Jessica left to review all the bids, to make sure everything was in order, before the board approved the bid to the contractor.

Auditor Fursather read prior minutes to the board, concerning the grant/loan for the Heart of America Library Elevator Project. A motion was made by Brossart and seconded by Larson, that the county and city continue to pay towards the elevator project, with the city contributing $6,000 and the County contributing $7,000. Motion carried.

Auditor Fursather asked the board if they still want the City of Rugby to budget $14,400 for rent, for the police department, as Mayor Geiszler  stopped in the auditor’s office, on previous day and stated that a commissioner said to take the rent out of City of Rugby budget. A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to have the City of Rugby include the $14,400 in their budget for rent for the police department.  Roll call vote- Christenson “Aye”; Brossart “Aye”; Migler “Aye”; Larson “Nay” and Johnston “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Auditor Fursather went over the 2016 Preliminary Budget and answered any questions the board had.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to approve the 2016 Preliminary Budget, with the budget hearing to be held on October 6, 2015 at 10:00 AM.

Board reviewed the lease agreement between Heart of America Correctional and Treatment Center and the Office of Attorney General, Bureau of Criminal Investigation.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman of the board to sign the lease agreement with the Office of Attorney General, Bureau of Criminal Investigation, with the lease commencing on July 1, 2015 and terminating on June 30, 2017.  Lease payment will be $295.00 quarterly.  Motion carried. 

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, returned and said there were some irregularities with Ritterman Trucking bid and that the county should check with Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, first before awarding the contract.

A motion was made by Christenson and seconded by Larson to approve the draft Environmental Assessment- Hillside Township- Pierce County, ND- Permanent Alternate Route.  Motion carried.

Jessica briefly discussed that the Road Project for the permanent alternate route in Hillside Township if it is under $100,000 the county does not have to advertise for the project, they would just need to get 3 quotes. She would have the plans and specs ready for the board meeting in October, with the possibility of bids to be opened on October 20th.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Brossart, to publish the Public Notice of Availability Of An Environmental Assessment (EA) for Review and Comment in the Harvey Herald and Pierce County Tribune.  Motion carried.

Jessica discussed with the board that monies from SB 2103 will be used for Golf Course road. Discussion on the monies received from HB 1176 in the amount of $1,645,782.29 would be used to mill and overlay the Balta and Selz roads. Subcuts and graveling will be done to the Silva Road.  A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Christenson, to submit the proposals for HB 1176 monies to NDDOT.  Motion carried.

Galen J Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Galen reviewed the requirements for the bid project PW PIERC4C- Pierce County- Permanent Grade Raise, Juniata Township. Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering stated there were some irregularities on the bid received from Ritterman Trucking. After further review, a motion was made by Brossart and seconded by Migler, to award the bid to Pinky’s Aggregates, Inc, due to irregularities on Ritterman Trucking bid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed salary study on the 20 step chart for dispatchers and job class. Board advised Auditor-Treasurer Fursather, to contact Galen Cariveau, Cariveau Workforce Services, to continue with the format for all the departments.

There being no further business, Johnston moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 A.M.


_____________________________			________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			Duane Johnston, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners




