PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					October 27, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners held phone conference call on October 27, 2020, pertaining to closing all county buildings because of increased COVID cases.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to close all county buildings effective October 28, 2020, until further notice, because of increased COVID cases. Motion carried.

				              November 5, 2020

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on November 5, 2020, by virtual meeting.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with member Brossart.  Members Christenson, Hoffert and Berg joined virtually.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the October minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

After reviewing the financial report, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to accept the financial report for the month of October.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6113-6114, in the amount of $85.00, for the month of October.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Elaine Schaan and Bill Schaan, for tax year 2020 (2020-29), on the following described property as Lot 1, Block 2, Little Flower Addition, located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2020, as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with homestead credit.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to transfer $5,000.00 from Wireless Fund to 9-1-1 Funds. Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to transfer $150,000.00 from Highway Distribution to Road & Bridge Fund.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to re-appoint Karin Fursather, as a member of the Northern Prairie Human Service Zone Board.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed the Northern Prairie Human Service Zone (NDHSZ) Plan and attachments.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the Northern Prairie Human Service Zone Plan.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence received from Kelsey Siegler, Tax Director, on the 2021 Pierce County Soil Modifiers.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the 2021 proposed soil type modifiers.  Motion carried.

Board received a bid proposal from Hardware Hank on a Toro 50” zero turn mower.  After further discussion, moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to purchase a Toro 50” zero turn mower w/bagger from Hardware Hank.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of October, for his department.  Total calls-53; Medical calls-3; Fire calls-0; Traffic accidents-2; Assist Other Agencies-9; Prisoner Transports-4; Arrests-12; Citations-20; Papers served-25; Warrants 2.  Josh discussed some of the theft that is happening in Pierce County.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, met with the board and went over the bills for the facility.  Moved by
Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of October.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the financial report for the month of September, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike gave the board an update on the inmate population for the month of October, which was 89. High 96; Low 86. November currently has 82. Bookings 39; Releases-35.  Pierce County inmate bookings for October were 8; 9 still in custody. Personnel 24/24 officers.  Miscellaneous- mask mandate for the jail facility. Went over the profit and loss for the HACTC.  There was a deficit of $18,658.48, for the month of September.  YTD Loss $146,419.21.  Mike also shared the COVID Impact with 2019 first three quarters and the first three quarters of 2020. Mike informed the board that the new water heater has been installed.  

As the hour of 9:00 A.M., was past, the public hearing was held to obtain views or answer questions related to the submitting a Community Facilities grant application to USDA- Rural Development, for upgrading the security system at the HACTC. Mike explained that the grant application is seeking $55,687.00 (50% of the eligible costs). Mike reported that recent conversations with a USDA loan specialist indicated we may only be eligible for 35% of the costs associated with this project. Those in attendance for the public hearing were David Migler, Chairman of the Board, Mike Brossart, board member, Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, and board members Christenson, Hoffert and Berg were by conference call.  Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, stated that some additional paperwork is needed. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign certification of significant community support documentation.  Motion carried.

Board reconvened at 9:15 A.M., with all board members.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to rescind the burn ban that expired on October 31, 2020.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Kelly Jensen, Northern Prairie Human Service Zone Director, that general liability insurance from NDIRF is considered an indirect cost and that the county is responsible for this cost.

Board reviewed an Elevator Modernization Proposal Summary from Otis Elevator, for the courthouse.  Some of the elevator parts are becoming obsolete and Otis wanted to give the board heads up on the cost, so that funds could be budgeted for the update on the elevator.  Estimated cost is $65,000.00.

Brenden Klebe, NDSU Extension Agent, met briefly with those present and introduced himself and gave the board an update on what he has done in the last two weeks.

Steve Brossart, joined the meeting by conference.  His concerns were that he was contacted by a commissioner requesting that his road ditches be mowed.  Steve feels that commissioners need to be professional, courteous and respectful.  Steve stated that the 27th Ave NE road is very well maintained, but was wondering if law enforcement or a sign could be put up stating no dumping allowed.  It appears that a lot of garbage is being dumped in the ditch that he is cleaning up regularly.  

Board reviewed a quote from Dakota Business Solutions for purchasing a Kiosk Temperature Scanning Machine for the courthouse. After further discussion, moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to purchase the Kiosk Temperature Scanning Machine for the courthouse. Total cost is $1,995.00. Motion carried.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, joined by conference call.  Jessica gave an update on the Road Project SC-3522 (001), 9 Miles South of Rugby on ND3, then East 7 miles-Reshaping and Regraveling. Total cost of the project is $462,000.00. The final estimate payment to the contract will be paid by NDDOT, and then 20% of the cost will be sent to the county for payment.

Jessica Tagestad also reported that Road Project SC-3505 (055), from US 2, S to ND 19-Pierce Co -10 miles of graveling and reshaping has been completed and that funds remaining for disbursement is the retainage, in the amount of $17,000, and the county’s responsibility will be 20%.

Migler informed the board that road ditches have been cut and the costs will be assessed to the taxpayer. The leased tractor and mower were returned back to John Deere.  

There being no further business to transact, moved by Migler to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Brossart.

____________________________				___________________________
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Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners
