PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS




          May 1, 2012

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on May 1, 2012.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Bohl, Larson, Johnston and Migler present.  Also present was Terri Barta, The Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, to accept the April minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Larson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

A motion was made by Johnston and seconded by Bohl, to accept the financial report for the month of April.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bohl and seconded by Migler, to transfer $100,000.00 from County Poor Relief to Social Welfare Fund.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Bohl, that payment be made from the 2011 Disaster Fund to the following township(s) for road repair: Jefferson Township $27,047.46.  Motion carried.

Joe Mayer, Butler Machinery, joined the meeting.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Johnston, to call for bids for the purchase of one (1) new 2012 four-wheel drive motor grader, with front wheel assist. Bids will be opened on June 5, 2012.  Motion carried.

Coleen Stutrud, Clerk of Court, met with the board and gave them an update on her department.

John Oksendahl, RDO Equipment, met briefly with the board and answered any questions they had.

After reviewing the fund balance policy in accordance with GASB 54, a motion was made by Larson and seconded by Bohl, to adopt the Fund Balance Policy.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Johnston, to commit funds received from the Heart of America Correctional and Treatment Center, to pay for bills related to the Heart of America Correctional and Treatment Center, including lease, retirement and insurance payments.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Larson, to approve the site authorization for games of chance from the Rugby Eagles Aerie #3834, beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013.  Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Jim Gibbens, joined the meeting.

As the hour of 9:00 A.M. was past, the board held hearing on the zoning request application from Hexagon Farms.  Chairman Christenson informed the board that the Zoning and Planning Council recommended to the board of county commissioners to renew their existing Conditional Use Permit for the construction of the hog facility to be located in the SE1/4 of Section 24, Township 158 North, Range 69 West.  No written comments were received prior to the public hearing and no one appeared.  After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Migler and seconded by Johnston, to renew the conditional use permit for 14 months (expires May 1, 2013) with an additional fee of $450.00.  Upon roll call vote- Bohl “Nay”, Migler “Aye”; Larson “Aye”, Johnston “Aye” and Christenson “Aye”.  Motion carried.
Bruce Dokken, Dokken Construction, met with the board with a proposal to repair three (3) miles ( 2 miles Jefferson Township and 1 mile in Sandale Township) on the Orrin Farm to Market Road, running north and south. A motion was made by Migler and seconded by Johnston, to call for bids to repair three miles (3) on the Orrin Farm to Market Road, running north and south.  Motion carried.

Neil Lotvedt, Councilman, City of Rugby, met with the board stating that the city would like to extend drainage channel from the golf course road to Fifth Avenue. He asked if the county would be willing to contribute $5,000.00 towards the project. After discussion, a motion was made by Larson and seconded by Bohl, to extend the drainage channel from the golf course road to Fifth Avenue with a portion coming out of Christenson Township and the remaining out of Road and Bridge.  Motion carried.

Neil also asked if they could get chemical from the Weed Board to spray the weeds. Chairman Christenson informed Neil that the chemical would be discussed at the next Weed Board meeting.

Discussed were some employee departmental issues pertaining to the HACTC.  Elaine Little, Administrator, HACTC, was present at the board’s request. 
A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Bohl, to appoint Deb Schiff as a member of the North Central Human Service Center Advisory.  Motion carried.

Auditor Fursather presented to the board the costs of putting up 9-1-1 signs up in the southern part of the county after a request made by Esmond Fire District and Alexanter Township.  Tabled.
Deb Kantrud, Executive Director, South Central Dakota Regional Council, met and gave the board overview of the purpose of updating the county’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Don Jelsing, representing the County Fair Board, met and asked the board to consider setting aside $10,000.00 in the 2013 budget, for the county fair.  He also discussed if the county would have any funds available to purchase more corral panels.

Wayne Stevenson, Tax Director, met with the board and read a letter stating that he would be retiring from Director of Tax Equalization, Zoning Administrator, and county assessor, effective June 28, 2012.  The board thanked Wayne for his years of service with the county and wished him well in his retirement.

A motion was made by Larson and seconded by Johnston, authorizing the Auditor to issue checks to the election workers after the Primary Election.  Motion carried.

Pierce County Commission wants to thank the county employees that helped with the county breakfast and to the following businesses that contributed to the breakfast: Butler Machinery, Wold Engineering, Farmers Union Elevator, Farmers Union Oil and Harper Oil.

There being no further business, Chairman Christenson adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m.
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