PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					March 6, 2018

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on March 6, 2018.  Chairman Migler called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Larson present.  Also present was Bryce Berginski, Pierce County Tribune.

Chairman Migler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Larson, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the February minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid. Motion carried.

Moved by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to accept the financial report for the month of February. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Christenson, to approve Treasurer’s checks #5869-5881, in the amount of $3,336.19, for the month of February.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of February, for his department.  Total calls-40; Medical calls-1; Fire calls-0; Traffic Accidents-0; Assist Other Agencies-3; Prisoner Transports-6; Arrests-8; Citiations-2; Papers Served-24; Warrants Served-6.  Josh Siegler, Sheriff, stated that he has an opening for one deputy and one dispatcher.

Mike Graner, Administrator, HACTC, joined the meeting.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC board.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid for the month of February for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

After review of the financial report, moved by Larson and seconded by Brossart, to approve the financial report for the month of February, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board an update on the inmate population for February, which was 111. High 118, low of 104.  March currently has 103.  Bookings 63; Releases-72.  There was a profit of $22,936.64 for the month of January. Personnel 24/24 positions filled. One CO completed basic training and another CO has started basic training. One significant incident-lengthy hospital stay with USMS offender-8 days, which caused significant over time.

Dr. Mike McNeff Superintendent of Rugby Public School District, joined the meeting.  Also present were Sandy Geiszler, Melinda Voeller, Director, Social Services, Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC and Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff.
Dr. McNeff, presented the board with a job description for a Licensed Clinical Counselor and shared information on this position and what the projected costs would be. Dr. McNeff said a committee has been setup for the interviewing process of this position, which consists of representation from Social Services, HACTC and the Rugby Public School District. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Larson, giving the go ahead to Dr. McNeff, to advertise for a Licensed Clinical Counselor, which would start in August of 2018.  Costs would be 2/3 county and 1/3 Rugby Public School District.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Greg Brossart, for tax years 2016 & 2017, (2018-17-21) on the following described property as NW1/4NW1/4 sec 35; E1/2NE1/4, E1/2SE1/4, all E of Rd & S 820’ of E 172’ of SW1/4SE1/4, Sec 27; N1/2NE1/4, N1/2NW1/4, sec 34; all located in Twp. 156 North, Range 73 West.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, to lower the true and full value on the above described property, as recommended by the Tax Director, as inundated acres.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by SRT Communications, for tax year 2017 (2018-27), on the following described property as Northern Equipment Sub Div. Lot 2 of SE1/4SE1/4 (Replat of Outlot 339 in SE1/4SE1/4 sec 3; Twp. 156 North, Range 73 West, located in Pierce County.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Larson, to approve the abatement application for tax year 2017, as recommended by the Tax Director, as it is exempt for taxation.  Taxes are paid through telecommunication tax. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Teresa Fritel, for tax years 2016 & 2017 (2018-28-29), on the following described property as Lot 9, Block 4, Pierce County 5-78; located in the City of Rugby.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the abatement application for tax years 2016 & 2017, as recommended by the Tax Director, in accordance with homestead credit filed. Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Northern States Power, for tax year 2017 (2018-30-32), on parcel 3057-512;810-505;1817-508; property was taxed under the Electric Transmission Tax and was also included in the ad valorem public utility assessment, resulting in double taxation of those lines of property, letter dated February 14, 2018, from the State Tax Department.  Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, to lower the true and full value on parcels 3057-512; 810-505; 1817-508.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to impose load limit restrictions-single axle not to exceed 12,000 lbs, tandem axle not to exceed 12,000 lbs.’ per axle, on all county township roads.  Also, speed limit will be 45 miles per hour, while load limits are in effect.  With the exception that load limits imposed on 2 ½ miles from Highway #3 Selz, with speed limit set at 35 miles per hour, single axle, not to exceed 12,000 lbs.’, and tandem axle not to exceed 12,000 lbs.’ per axle, for loaded trucks, while limits are in effect.  Motion carried.

Moved by Larson and seconded by Christenson, to call for bids for graveling and machine hire, for the 2018 construction season.  Motion carried.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Jessica Tagestad, Wold Engineering, met and presented the board with an updated Engineer’s Opinion of Probable costs for Road Project CNOB-CNOC 3527 (056). County Road Regraveling CMC Route 3527 from County line near Knox, then North five (5) miles.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to approve Road Project CNOB-CNOC 3527 (056), with bids to be opened on April 3, 2018 @ 10:30 A.M.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, authorizing the chairman to sign the projects scheduled for the Federal Aid Program for the year 2018.  Motion carried.

Moved by Christenson and seconded by Brossart, authorizing final payment in the amount of $9,783.54 to Border States Paving, Inc. for Road Project CNOB 3521 (062).  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Larson, authorizing final payment in the amount of $32,640.93, to Knife River Materials, for Road Projects CONB-3521 (060), CNOC 3526 (055), CNOC 3548 (056).  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Erik Christenson, Chief Operations Officer, HAMC, and Jennifer Reed, EMS Manager, HAMC, met with the board and went over the financials of the ambulance. They asked the board of commissioners to put the question to the voters in the upcoming primary election for an additional four (4) mills for emergency medical services. Emergency medical services currently receives 2 mills, which was voted on in 1983.
[bookmark: _Hlk508167858]
RESOLUTION TO PLACE MILL LEVY REQUEST ON THE BALLOT

WHEREAS, NDCC 57-15-50 authorizes the Board of County Commissioners for Pierce County, North Dakota, to levy annually a tax not exceeding ten (10) mills for the purpose of subsidizing county emergency medical services; provided, that this tax is approved by a majority of the qualified electors of the county voting on the question at a regular or special countywide election.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Pierce County recognizes that the need now exists for more than two (2) mills (i.e., the amount of the current levy) to assist in subsidizing county emergency medical services.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the question of levying up to an additional four (4) mills for county emergency medical services (i.e., not to exceed a total of six (6) mills) be submitted to the voters of Pierce County, North Dakota, at the primary election to be held June 12, 2018.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Auditor-Treasurer for Pierce County, North Dakota, be instructed to place the above question on the ballot at the 2018 primary election.

Moved by Commissioner Larson, and seconded by Commissioner Christenson, to approve this
Resolution and the placement of the matter on the ballot at the 2018 primary election.

Upon roll call vote on March 6, 2018:

“Aye”: Commissioners Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert, Larson and Migler. “Nay”: None.


Resolution was unanimously passed and is declared adopted.

Conference call was held at 11:00 A.M., with Daniel Schwartz, Planner, Mid-American Planning and Consulting, LLC, concerning the county’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update.  Also present was Kelsey Siegler, DES Coordinator.  Daniel went over the six goals for the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, and draft plan status, which will consist of 30-day Public Review, which will be on the city and county websites.
							
Karin Fritel, Clerk of District Court, met with the board concerning her department and a letter received from Supreme Court, State of North Dakota.  After reviewing correspondence from Don Wolf, Finance Director, concerning funding of the Clerk of District Court office, with the State.  Based on current data, Pierce County requires .92 FTE’s to provide clerk services.  Moved by Brossart and seconded by Christenson, that Pierce County elect to enter into a funding agreement for the 2019-2021 biennium with the North Dakota Supreme Court (State), to receive reimbursement of .92% for providing Clerk of District Court services, as it is being presently done.  Motion carried.

Moved by Larson and seconded by Christenson, to approve the Joint Exercise Governmental Powers with Souris Basin Planning Council and that dues in the amount of $2,134.00 for the 2018 budget be paid.  Motion carried.

______________________________		____________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer		David Migler, Chairman
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