
PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					 December 7, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on December 7, 2021. Auditor-Treasurer, Fursather, called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M., with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert and Berg present.  Absent-Migler.

Auditor-Treasurer, Fursather, led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Upon call for nominations for Chairman, for ensuing year, Berg nominated Christenson, for Chairman. Following no further nominations, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Christenson.  Motion carried.

Upon call for nominations for Vice-Chairman, for ensuing year, Christenson nominated Hoffert, for Vice-Chairman.  Following no further nominations, moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Hoffert.  Motion carried.

Auditor-Treasurer, Fursather, turned the meeting over to Chairman Christenson.

Tony Coffman, Community Service Coordinator, met and introduced himself to the board. Tony gave the board some background information on what he has done and is currently doing.  

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, to accept the November minutes as mailed.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

After reviewing the financial report, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to accept the financial report for the month of November.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to transfer $100,000.00 from Highway Distribution to Road and Bridge Fund.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve Treasurer’s checks #6193-6194, in the amount of $8,182.53, for the month of November.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff and Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, joined the meeting.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board a report for the month of October, for his department.  Total calls-51; Medical calls-3; Fire calls-1; Traffic accidents-3; Assist Other Agencies-12; Prisoner Transports-3; Arrests-13; Citations-21; Papers served-17; Warrants served-4.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Board recessed to sit on the HACTC Board.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, went over the bills and answered any questions the board had. Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the month of November, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the financial report for the month of October, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Mike Graner, Jail Administrator, HACTC, gave the board the financial report for October. The inmate population for November was 85. December currently has 84 inmates. High of 91. Bookings 51; Releases-55; Pierce County inmate population for November was 8.  Deficit of $94,938.97, for the month of October. Personnel; 23/24 officers positions filled.  Miscellaneous- Mike gave the board an update on the fire control panel. Mike also presented two quotes for a vehicle- McGuires on a 2022 Pacificia Van for $37,990.00, and Driven on a 2022 Chevy Suburban, for $49,860.00. The board tabled this until their December 21st meeting.

Mike also stated that in the near future they should think of possibly changing the name of their facility, as the facility is no longer a treatment center.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to approve the application for Beer & Liquor Licenses from Rugby Golf Club and Rugby Eagles Aerie #3834, and that refund be made in accordance with ordinance. Motion carried.

Dennis Romfo met with the board on soils, values and taxation.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, joined the meeting.

Joe Goldade, Selz Bar, joined the meeting.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, joined the meeting.

Galen J. Mack, States Attorney, Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff and Joe Goldade- met with the board concerning some issues with Larry’s Bar, Selz. The board is recommending that the following steps are taken before the renewal of beer and liquor license.
1. Application for beer and liquor license needs to be completed entirely.
2. Satisfactory inspection completed by the Fire Marshal.
3. Satisfactory inspection completed by Health Department. 
4. Management of Bar- List of employees who will be managing the bar and background checks

After further discussion with Joe Goldade, moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to table the renewing of his application license, until the above four steps are completed.  Upon roll call vote- All voting “Aye”.  Motion carried.

Jesse Brandvold, Wold Engineering, stopped in briefly and presented 2022 calendars to the board.

Brenden Klebe, NDSU Extension Agent and Sandra Scherr, Administrative Assistant, joined the meeting.
Sandra Scherr wanted to thank the board for attending the 4-H banquet and handing out the awards. Sandra said it meant a lot to the 4-H kids.

Brenden Klebe, NDSU Extension Agent, gave the board an update on what he has been doing the last month and that an archery class will start on January 3rd, which consists of 45 kids and that Air rifle class is starting on January 4th. Brenden is presently doing an agronomy class at Rugby Public School, which has twelve (12) students.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to re-appoint Jason Senger, as a member of the Pierce County Planning and Zoning Board.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve the following precincts for the upcoming 2022 Election- Precinct #1, Precinct #2, Precinct #3, Precinct #4-1st Ward 1st; Precinct #5-1st Ward 2nd; Precinct #6- 2nd Ward; Precinct #7- 3rd Ward and Precinct #8- 4th Ward, with polling location at the Pierce County Courthouse.  The hours for the polling location will be set for 7:30 A.M-7:00 P.M. Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property as Lots Three (3) and Four (4), Block Nine (9), Townsite of Orrin, Pierce County, North Dakota, to Gordon Esser.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property, as Lot Eight (8), Block Nine (9), Original Townsite, to the Village of Barton, Pierce County, North Dakota, to Kathy Schmidt and Chelsie Schmidt.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property, as Lots Sixteen (16), Seventeen (17), Eighteen (18), Nineteen (19), Twenty (20), Block Nine (9), Village of Wolford, Pierce County, North Dakota, to Kathy Schmidt and Chelsie Schmidt.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property, as Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3), Four (4), Block Fourteen (14), Village of Wolford, Pierce County, North Dakota, to Cheap Home Finders, Inc.  Motion carried.

Moved by Brossart and seconded by Berg, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property, as Lot Twelve (12), Block Eighteen (18), Village of Wolford, Pierce County, North Dakota, to Kathy Schmidt and Chelsie Schmidt.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to re-appoint Terry Hoffert, as a member of the Lake Region District Health Board.   Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to transfer $600.00 from Victim Witness Fund to General Fund, for expenses incurred in the General Fund for the Victim Witness Coordinator.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Kelsey Siegler, Pierce County Emergency Manager, on the importance of the Pierce County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMGP). FEMA regulations for local and tribal governments require that the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMGP) be updated and resubmitted to FEMA for approval every five years.  Pierce County’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMGP) expires on January 1, 2024. The deadline for applying for grants for this project is the end of December.  If the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan lapses before the new or updated plan is approved by FEMA, those jurisdictions will not be eligible for, and FEMA will not award grant funds for projects- 1. Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), 2. Building resilient Infrastructure and communities (BRIC) and 3. Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA). Moved by Berg and seconded by Brossart, to approve the updating of Pierce County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMGP) and apply for the grant.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Bryon Fuchs, P.E. Asst. Local Government Engineer, that NDDOT, will be conducting traffic counting operations in Region 2, during the 2022 season. Bryon Fuchs, is requesting that the board provide a map, indicating the count locations that they would like NDDOT, to do the traffic counts.  Deadline is January 14, 2022. 

Auditor-Treasurer, Fursather, presented information on a printer at NPHSZ, which is an indirect cost. The zone currently leases the current machine. Kelly Jensen, Director, NPHSZ, said they are having issues with the current printer. To purchase a new printer, the cost would be $4,970.35, plus the county would need to pay the remaining 16-month lease, which is $138.72 per month. Moved by Brossart and seconded by Hoffert, that if NPHSZ is leasing the printer, the company should do the repairs and that the board will look into purchasing a new printer for the 2023 budget year. Motion carried.

Board reviewed correspondence from Karin Fritel, Clerk of Court. She asked about the ARPA Funds that the county has, and that at her last clerk’s meeting, the clerks were mentioning how their jails have bought a couple of tablets, so that defendants in quarantine can still appear by zoom. They also are able to fill out court appointed applications on the tablet, instead of handling the paper documents. This helps reduce the days in jail if they don’t have to wait fourteen (14) days of quarantine, before they have a court appearance. It also reduces the risk of contamination, from not having to move people around and exposing more staff to COVID, since all they would need to do is sanitize the tablet. Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to purchase two tablets that will be used for defendants in jail.  Motion carried.

There being no further business to transact, moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to adjourn the meeting at 11:50 A.M.  Motion carried.


____________________________________			_______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer				Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners




PROCEEDINGS OF PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

				    December 21, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on December 21, 2021. Christenson called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M., with members Brossart, Hoffert, Berg and Migler present.  

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Brossart, to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried.

Moved by Berg and seconded by Hoffert, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed Officer fee reports and hourly workers time sheets.

Board reviewed bills from HACTC. Moved by Berg and seconded by Migler, to approve those bills previously paid and those yet unpaid were ordered paid, for the HACTC.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to re-appoint Donna Hager and Wanda Follman, as members of the Re-organization Board.  Motion carried.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Hoffert, authorizing the chairman and auditor, to sign a county deed for the following described property, as Lot Three (3) and Lot Four (4), Block Eight (8), Village of Balta,
Pierce County, North Dakota, to Jacob and Kerry Schaan.  Motion carried.

Board reviewed abatement application submitted by Steve Schneider for tax year 2021(51-52), on the following described property, as Possessory Interest part of terminal building (office), located in section 25, Township 157 North, Range 73 West and Possessory Interest 1 stall hanger “E”, section 25, Township 157 North, Range 73 West.  Moved by Berg and seconded by Migler, to approve the abatement applications submitted by Steve Schneider, as recommended by the Tax Director, as it is no longer occupied.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Brossart, to transfer $20,000.00 from Wireless Fund to E9-1-1 Fund.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to transfer $100,000.00 from the General Fund to SIRN 20/20 Fund.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Migler, to approve the purchase of a 2022 Chevrolet Suburban, for the HACTC, in the amount of $49,860.00. Payment will be made with ARPRA Funds.  Motion carried.

Josh Siegler, Pierce County Sheriff, met and gave the board an update on Larry’s Bar, Selz.

As the hour of 10:00 AM was past, Chairman Christenson stated, “I am now opening the final public hearing for the CDBG Pierce County Courtyard Apartments.  No comments were received prior to the hearing and no comments were made during the public hearing.  Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to close the hearing.  Motion carried.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Brossart, to purchase five (5) computers from Software Innovations, for the Auditor-Treasurer’s office and Tax Director’s office, with payment being made out of the 2021 budget.  Motion carried.

Board discussed having a meeting with the organized townships. Meeting will be held on January 19, 2022, at 1:00 P.M., at the Memorial Hall.

There being no further business, moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 A.M.  Motion carried.

________________________________				______________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer				Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota					Board of County Commissioners



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PIERCE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					December 23, 2021

The Pierce County Board of County Commissioners met in special session on December 23, 2021.  Chairman Christenson called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M., with members Brossart, Hoffert, Berg and Migler present.  Also present was Galen J. Mack, States Attorney.

Chairman Christenson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Topic- Opioid Settlement

Moved by Hoffert and seconded by Berg, at 9:00 A.M., to convene in executive session.

Chairman Christenson asked that the members of the public that are attending the meeting, to leave the room.  Chairman Christenson anticipated that the executive session will end at approximately 9:30 A.M.

Executive session began at 9:00 A.M, with members Christenson, Brossart, Hoffert, Berg, Migler, and Galen J. Mack, States Attorney.

Board reconvened at 9:17 A.M, with all members present.

Moved by Migler and seconded by Hoffert, that Pierce County participate and vote to join both the Janssen and Distributor opioid settlements.  Upon roll call vote- Brossart “Aye”; Hoffert “Aye”; Berg “Aye”; Migler “Aye”; Christenson “Aye”.  Motion carried.

There being no further business, moved by Berg to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 A.M.. Seconded by Hoffert.


______________________________			________________________________
Karin Fursather, Auditor-Treasurer			Mike Christenson, Chairman
Pierce County, North Dakota				Board of County Commissioners
